Romans 4:18-25 Friday April 29, 2011

On Monday we read that the Hebrew understanding of “hope” means a strong,
confident expectation. Paul wrote today’s passage to the believers in Rome to remind
them of how Abraham’s “hope” had been fulfilled. He wants them to see “that God had
power to do what he had promised.” He also uses the word “justification” as he explains
the power of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Through Jesus’ death we can receive
complete forgiveness of our sins. Through his resurrection we can be made holy in
God'’s eyes. The power of the resurrection changes the way God sees us.

Have you ever felt hopeless or “as good as dead” spiritually? What or who brought
you back to life?

Think about the fact that as a follower of Jesus, God views you as holy, just as Jesus is
holy. What kind of power does that “hope” infuse into this day for you?
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In this week after Easter, talk about how much fun you had celebrating at church or
with family. Remind your children that Jesus willingly gave himself to death for us. The
celebration is in his resurrection because when he overcame death, it means we can
as well. He did it for us. In celebration of Jesus this week, let’s invite him to dinner.

Read Luke 22:14-20. Discuss the last supper and what it might have been like to eat
with him. Explain that there used to be a tradition of setting an extra place at the dinner
table as a way of inviting Jesus to be present.

At your meal tonight, set an extra chair, plate, etc., in honor of Jesus. When you all
sit down, pray and ask him to join you. Depending on the age of your kids, you can
really have fun with this, talking to Jesus during the meal, passing him food, asking if
he would like a second helping. You can ask him some of those pressing questions
you’ve wanted to understand and imagine what he might say. At the end, discuss
with your children what it was like to have a meal with Jesus. Did they act differently
because he was there? Discuss how you can remember that he is always with us.
Think about making dinner with Jesus a yearly tradition.
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Things I'd like to remember from today’s sermon:

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

Powerful God, in these days following Jesus’ resurrection, I am longing to fully live
my life with a greater understanding of this resurrection power you have given me
through your sacrificial gift. Jesus is alive in the world, and Jesus is alive in me! As
1 read and reflect on your Word today, help me fully receive everything you offer me.
And in response to your love, help me share with others what you have given me.
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| Peter 1:3-5 Monday April 25, 2011

The Apostle Peter was the first to stand up and boldly share the good news of
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection following the coming of the Holy Spirit and the
birth of the Church on the day of Pentecost, as told in the Book of Acts. Peter also
wrote this passage we read today. The word “hope” he uses represents the Hebrew
understanding of hope, which is an indication of certainty and trust, a strong and
confident expectation. In our culture the idea of hope is more of a wish or to expect
but without certainty.

With Peter’s bold understanding of “hope” in mind as you read the passage again,
do you notice any changes in your thoughts about the phrases “new birth” and
“living hope”’?

Can you incorporate a strong and confident expectation of resurrection power being
available to you throughout this day?

Acts 4:32-33 Tuesday April 26, 2011

Luke was a partner in ministry with the Apostle Paul. Luke is credited to be the author
of both the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. In our passage today Luke provides
a snapshot of what life looked like for the Church in the early days. New believers
now join those who had been following Jesus before his death and resurrection. Their
life together is so completely flooded with grace that every distraction is set aside and
the mission to spread the good news of Jesus Christ unites them in every way.

The believers recognized that God's grace was being poured out on them in a
powerful way. How do you think this knowledge influenced their choices about
daily needs?

Do you believe God is willing to send this “much grace” into your life today? If so,
what will that look like?
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Phillippians 3:10-12 Wednesday April 27, 2011

The Apostle Paul writes these words as he is being held in prison. But his deepest
longing here is not release from his captors. Instead, he wants to “know Christ” and
fully experience the power of his life. Paul views the power of Jesus’ resurrection as
something much bigger than power over death. It not only proves God’s power over
death of the body, it also proves God’s power to give life to a dying soul. It would be
easy to see life come back to a dead body. It is much more difficult to see life come
back into a dying soul.

What is it about the power of Jesus ' resurrection that provides more freedom for Paul
in this moment than receiving release from his prison walls?

How might Pauls situation and the thoughts he shared impact any situation you may
encounter today?

| John 1:1-2 Thursday April 28, 2011

The Apostle John wrote as an eyewitness to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
He helps us hear, see and feel what he intimately remembers. Jesus is made present
to generations who have never actually seen or heard Jesus except by the eyes and
ears of faith. John uses the phrase “Word of life” to point to Jesus. In the Gospel of
John he uses similar phrases such as “in the beginning was the Word,” “the Word
was with God” and “the Word was made flesh” to help the reader understand the
eternal and divine nature of Jesus. God, the Creator, came in the flesh. In Jesus, both
the power of God and the vulnerability of the human body were made visible together.

How does John's testimony, or eyewitness account, of Jesus’ life, death and
resurrection affect your thoughts concerning God s desire to be present in your
life today?
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