John 3:16-17 Friday July 15, 2011

Martin Luther, a leader of the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century, referred

to John 3:16 as “the heart of the Bible — the gospel in miniature.” 1 John 3:16 is a
beautiful companion verse. It says, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.”
According to John, Jesus, the savior of the world, is the most perfect picture of God’s
love we have available to us.

Why do you think these simple words have been described as “the heart of the Bible”?
How do they help you understand how God sees you?

Take a moment to write out John 3:16-17. Commit today to memorize these words
which stand at the center of our faith.
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Read John 3:16-17 aloud with your family. If you had a child who attended our VBC,
they may remember John 3:16 as one of the daily verses. They even learned it in a
song. See if they can recite all or part of it for you. Work on memorizing it as a family.
If you have young children, use the verse as it is written in a children’s Bible.

Discuss what it means that God gave Jesus to us. Use the word “grace” when
describing how he did this for us even though we are not perfect. Young children will
not understand the three forms of grace, but they can understand that God loved us
before we loved him, that he draws us into a relationship with him because he loves
us and he wants us to continue to follow Jesus every day. Discuss what it means to
“follow” someone. What if you were trying to follow someone through a maze? If you
missed a turn, you wouldn’t give up, you would try and catch back up with the person
you were following. Reread verse 17. Though this verse is often not included with
the previous verse, it is important to be reminded that God does not give us Jesus to
make us feel guilty or to condemn us but rather to give us an example of how to live
and to demonstrate his love for us. He wants us to keep following him even after we
miss a turn.
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Things I'd like to remember from today’s sermon:

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

God, I thank you for your grace and love. My life would be nothing without it. Help
me to remember, Lord, that the greatest gift [ can ever receive is a second chance. |
know I need it, and by the gift of Jesus, you have made that available to me, Lord.
Help me to embrace that opportunity. I pray that everything I do this day reflects the
gratitude I have for the undeserved favor you have shared with me. AMEN.
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1 John 4:7-12 Monday July 11, 2011

The New International Version of the Bible translates the first part of verse 7 as

“dear friends.” Many other translations choose to render the first part of this verse as
“beloved,” a term that is commonly associated with John’s writing. In calling the reader
to a life of love, John begins with the reminder that we are already “much loved” by
God. The love we share in life “comes from God.”

According to verse 9, how has God chosen to show us his love? What do these verses
reveal to us about God'’s grace?

John wraps up this section by saying, “If we love one another, God lives in us, and his
love is made complete in us.” What does this mean to you? In what ways can you see
evidence that God lives in you and his love is being made complete in your life?

Psalm 139:1-16 Tuesday July 12, 2011

In our opening message of this series, we talked about three distinct forms of grace.
Prevenient grace is “the grace that precedes” our decision to follow Christ. It is the
grace that draws us into relationship with God and invites us to commit our lives to
living as God originally intended us to live. This grace, at work in the world and in the
lives of those who surround us, invites us to discover that we are in fact God’s child
who is both well known and well loved.

Take a few moments and read these verses again. What do these words reveal about
God s relationship with the world and with each person? What does it mean to you
that God “has searched you and knows you”?

How has God drawn you into relationship with him? Who has God used in the
pursuing of that relationship?
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Romans 10:8-11 Wednesday July 13, 2011

Love begins with God. We affirmed that truth in our reading from | John on Monday.
The prevenient grace of God draws us into a relationship with God. We looked at

this essential idea in yesterday’s reading. Faith begins with a choice, a belief that is
born in our hearts and a confession that is shared with our lips. Justifying grace is the
grace that sets us right with God at the time we decide to turn our lives over to Jesus.

Justifying grace wipes the slate clean, or as David expressed in Psalm 51, it washes
us “whiter than snow.” Can you remember when you decided to follow Christ? What
led you to that moment of commitment?

If you have not yet made a commitment to Christ, what is keeping you from that
choice? What help do you need?

Philippians 2:12-13 Thursday July 14, 2011

In the verses that precede today’s text, Paul talks about the “attitude of Christ.” In

the third verse of chapter 2, Paul writes, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.” The first 11 verses of
chapter 2 detail “the goal” that Paul believes all Christians should be striving towards.

Sanctifying grace is the life-long process of being restored into the person we were
always meant to be. According to verse 13, who is leading this work in our lives?

God does not expect immediate perfection. God expects us to be open and committed
to his perfecting work. How does this thought influence the way you understand your
own growth in grace? In what ways do you need to remain open and committed to this
work? What is God doing in your heart right now?
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