Ephesians 3:14-19 Friday July 29, 2011

In his book The Good and Beautiful God, James Bryan Smith includes this insightful
challenge and prayer when he writes, “May you fall in love with the God that Jesus
knows.” In this way, Smith captures a sense of the invitation that Paul offers to the
church at Ephesus when he challenges them “to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ.” While we sometimes think of the story of God’s amazing
grace as something that is too good to be true, it's actually even better than we could
ever imagine. The same is true for God’s love. It's beyond our comprehension.

Our journey through this series has ultimately shared this same purpose — to broaden
our appreciation and understanding of God’s love and grace for each of us and all of
us. When we “root and establish ourselves in love,” we begin to see ourselves and the
entire world in a brand new way. We begin to see as God sees, to feel as God feels
and, we pray, to love as God loves. Spend a few moments in prayer today asking
God to continue this ongoing process of rooting your heart and life in eternal and
everlasting love.
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During the Great Depression, the mayor of New York City, Fiorello LaGuardia, was
presiding over night court in one of the poorest wards of the city. On that cold night

a tattered, old woman stood before the bench, accused of stealing a loaf of bread.
With quivering lips and tears, she admitted to the theft. She explained, “My daughter’s
husband has left her, she is sick and her children are crying because they have
nothing to eat.”

The shopkeeper refused to drop the charges. “She’s guilty,” he shouted. “The law
must be upheld, she’s got to be punished to teach other people a lesson.” LaGuardia
knew her accuser was right. He was required to enforce the law. He told the woman,
“I've got to punish you; the law makes no exceptions.”

He pronounced the sentence. The woman shuddered when she heard, “Ten dollars
or 10 days in jail.” But, already the judge was reaching into his pocket. He pulled out
a $10 bill and threw it into his hat. “Here’s the $10 fine which | now pay. Furthermore,
I’'m fining everyone in this courtroom 50 cents for living in a town where a person has
to steal bread so her grandchildren can eat. Mr. Bailiff, collect the fines and give them
to the defendant.”

With all the people in the courtroom, the bewildered grandmother left the courtroom
with $47.50. This was enough to buy groceries for several months.

Use this story as a metaphor of God’s grace and discuss it with your children.
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Things I'd like to remember from today’s sermon:

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

Holy God, your grace changes everything. I am reminded today that it was not only
meant to change my heart but to be evident in my life. Lord, I pray that this day [
would be an instrument of your grace in my inner thoughts and my outward acts.
Help me to love as you love, serve as you serve and share the same grace that I have
so generously received from you. AMEN.
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Luke 15:1-2 Monday July 25, 2011

The first two verses of the 15th chapter of Luke’s Gospel describe for us the scene
which led to Jesus’ telling of the Parable of the Lost Sheep, the Parable of the Lost
Coin and the Parable of the Lost Son. Throughout each of the Gospels we find Jesus at
odds with the Pharisees and teachers of the law primarily because of how they viewed
and valued the “sinners” that Jesus sought to serve.

The way in which Jesus offered grace to sinners offended his opposition. His
opponents wanted Jesus to respond with judgement rather than grace. His
compassion irritated them. Have you ever found yourself diminishing someone else
because of the abundance of their compassion and grace? Why might this type of
behavior be seen as dangerous to our spiritual health?

Given the Pharisees behavior, how do you think they understood God and
God's character?

Luke 21:1-4 Tuesday July 26, 2011

This scene comes at the end of a long day of teaching for Jesus in Jerusalem. With
that in mind, we should note that perhaps one of the extraordinary aspects of this
story is that it was recorded at all. This “poor widow” represented one of the many
living during the time of Jesus struggling through abject poverty. Where others saw a
statistic, Jesus saw a woman of remarkable faith.

How does an appropriate understanding of God s grace guard our hearts against
being blinded to the needs that surround us every day?

We often think of a group of people like the poor and disenfranchised as those

we might be tempted to overlook. Sometimes it is a specific person who may have
wronged us or caused us pain. Is there someone who God wants you to see and value
in a new way?
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Leviticus 19:33-34, 25:35-42 Wednesday July 27, 2011

Looking at Hosea 2 last week, we talked about the common misconception that

grace is a concept unique to the New Testament. Today’s reading from the book of
Leviticus, which contains the law given to the descendants of Abraham following their
rescue from Egypt, addresses another common false notion that love of neighbor was
a “new teaching” presented by Jesus. Rather, we discover that the care of the “alien”
living among the people of Israel was of high importance according to Jewish law.

Throughout Leviticus we find God reminding Israel that they had been rescued from
slavery. In this section, God essentially says, “Treat others as I have treated you.”
Do you believe that remembering who you once were helps you in learning to love

others? In what way?

How does the memory of our own life-change enable us to live in grace with others?

1 Peter 3:13-17 Thursday July 28, 2011

Writing to Christians located throughout Asia Minor, | Peter addresses an audience
dealing with religious persecution. Peter describes his intent near the end of the
letter in 5:12 by saying, “I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying
that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.” In the midst of their struggle,
Peter reminds the recipients in chapter 2 that, “You are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.”

Peter implores these Christians suffering under persecution to “not be frightened”
and to “be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for

the hope that you have.”

How would you describe the hope that you have in Christ? How has your
understanding of God's grace helped to grow and strengthen this hope in your life?
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