
God loves us deeply just as we are. He can reveal his grace to others through our 
weaknesses. This is important for children to understand. In a world where identity is 
driven by culture, giving children a God-based identity can change their lives forever. 
If we can build into them a knowing of God’s love for them that is there regardless of 
what they do or say, it can give them a very strong foundation. 

If you have young children, teach them the Jesus Loves Me song. If they already 
know it, recite the words or sing it together and talk about what it means that “they 
are weak, but He is strong.”  With older kids, read 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 and discuss 
why Paul would “delight” in his weakness. Give an example from your own life 
where you struggle. Maybe it is a fear of speaking or a weight issue or a tendency 
to procrastinate. Then explain that though you pray and strive to overcome this 
weakness, it is an area where you must rely on God’s strength. We all try to be more 
like Jesus, but God loves us even when we fail. His grace is enough. 

Jesus loves me! This I know, 
For the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
The Bible tells me so.

Our final reading this week is dedicated to an exercise designed to deepen our 
understanding of God’s sacrifice for us. This exercise is an adaption from James 
Bryan Smith’s book, The Good and Beautiful God.

James Bryan Smith writes, “At the heart of the universe is this one principle:  
self-sacrifice is the highest act. The grain of wheat must die in order to give life. 
The cosmos reflect the nature of the God who created it.” We live in a world that 
often teaches us to live in a way that is quite different from the idea of self-sacrifice 
being the “highest act.” Some of the main characters in the “success” stories most 
celebrated by our culture achieved great dreams but did so at the expense of their 
families and most other significant relationships. The scriptures remind us that God did 
not design humanity or our world to function in that way. We were created to love God, 
to love others and to serve the world. 

We shared in week 2 this thought from Smith, “The primary thing God wants from us is 
not improved moral behavior (which will come), but to love God because he first loved 
us.” As this series comes to a conclusion, take time to reflect on this question, “In what 
way might you be challenged to grow in your love of God?”

God, thank you for Jesus and for his sacrifice on my behalf. Thank you for showing me 
in Christ what real love looks like. Help me, Lord, to love you, to love others and to 
serve the world with the same passion that you have shown to me. Today, Lord, help me 
to lay down my life in a way that brings glory and honor to you. AMEN.  
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Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon:

message	 “God Is Big Enough to Give Himself Away”
	 Rev. Joseph Nader, UTA Wesley Foundation Director
	 joseph@utawesley.org

scripture	 Philippians 2:1-11



Psalm 121 opens with the question, “Where does my help come from?” In the  
second verse of that same Psalm, we find this response, “My help comes from 
the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.” Where do we find help and strength? In 
today’s text, Paul argues that the power of God is revealed most fully as we invite 
God into our weaknesses.

No further explanation is given to indicate what Paul meant by his “thorn in my flesh.” 
The specific details are not as important as the realization that we are all in need of 
God’s grace. In what areas of your life are you most aware of your need for God?

What do you think God meant by his response to Paul when he said, “My grace is 
sufficient for you”? In what way might these words bring you hope today?

The primary symbol of Christianity is the cross. In the time of Jesus, the cross had 
symbolized something very different from our understanding. The cross represented 
the power of Rome and the awful death that awaited anyone who dared to challenge 
Roman authority. For this reason, Paul writes in II Corinthians 2, “For the message of 
the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it 
is the power of God.”  Through Jesus’ sacrifice, a symbol of death became a symbol 
of life.

Jesus turned the world upside down. How does his teaching in verse 13 challenge 
the way our world often defines “greatness”? What do the actions of Jesus teach us 
about God’s character and his understanding of what it means to truly love? 

For whom would you be willing to lay down your life?

If there was a time in his life when you expected Jesus to be more worried about 
himself than others, this would be that moment. Yet, true to his character and his 
commitment to sacrificing himself for the world, Jesus asks God to forgive his 
persecutors and offers eternal life to a criminal who shares his agony. 

Jesus had instructed his disciples by saying, “Forgive and you will be forgiven.” 
In this scene, we find Jesus putting his teachings into practice. How does this story 
encourage you to “forgive others as you have been forgiven”? 

 In talking about the cross on Monday, we said, “Through Jesus’ sacrifice, a symbol 
of death became a symbol of life.” What comes to your mind when you think about 
the cross? How does the cross help you understand in a deeper way God’s character 
and love? 

Just a few months ago, we looked at these words from Philippians as one of our daily 
readings for GPS. We return to this familiar text today because it highlights so clearly 
for us the character of Christ and the calling that we share to “have the same mindset 
as Christ Jesus.” 

Verse 3 is a reminder to us that “selfish ambition” has no place in a heart fully 
surrendered to Jesus. According to verse 5, the specific context where Paul 
encourages us to adopt the “same mindset” is “in your relationships.” How does 
Paul describe Jesus’ humility? Why is humility and the elimination of our selfish 
ambition so critical in relationships?

Think back to the last time you made a special effort to serve someone else. How did 
that experience make you feel? How does that experience help you understand your 
purpose in God’s world? 

 II Corinthians 12:1-9	 Tuesday February 1, 2011

John 15:9-13	 Monday January 31, 2011

Luke 23:32-34, 39-43	 Thursday February 3, 2011

Philippians 2:1-11	 Wednesday February 2, 2011
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